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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 156797 
ORIGIN SS-25 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/AFN:WSWEISLOGEL/NH 
APPROVED BY NEA:NAVELIOTES 
S/S-0:R. PERITO 

076085 070426Z/I6 

R062129Z lUL 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY TUNIS 

SECRET STATE 156797 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT.PGOV, TS 

SUBJECT: REPERCUSSIONS OE CONTINENTAL SHELF CRISIS ON GOT 
REF: TUNIS 4343 (EXDIS) 

1. REFTEL WAS VERY USEEUL IN HELPING US ARRIVE AT BETTER 
UNDERSTANDING OE GOT POLICY TOWARD WITHDRAWAL OF READING 
AND BATES RIG DURING RECENT SHELF CRISIS. IT RAISES SPECTRE 

OF POTENTIAL CHANGES IN TUNISIAN LEADERSHIP WHICH COULD HAVE 
SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS ON US-TUNISIAN RELATIONS (ESPECIALLY 
IN LIGHT OF PLANNING FOR OFFICIAL VISIT TO U.S. BY NOUIRA 
IN EARLY 1978), AND UNDERSCORES NEED FOR CONTINUED REPORT- 
ING AND ANALYSES OE INTERNAL POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS. 

2. OE PARTICULAR INTEREST IS EMBASSY'S EVALUATION OF 
NOUIRA'S POLITICAL LONGEVITY IN LIGHT OE POSSIBLE ESTRANGE- 
MENT BETWEEN HIM AND PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA AND OF MOVES BY 
RIVALS EOR PRIME MINISTERSHIP. IN DISCUSSING PROSPECTIVE 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 156797 

CONTENDERS IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO HAVE RUNDOWN OE THEIR 
POLITICAL ORIENTATIONS, STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES, AND 
ASSESSMENT OF IMPLICATIONS FOR U.S. INTERESTS SHOULD ANY 
ONE OF THEM SUCCEED NOUIRA. VANCE 
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